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Chapter Representatives, our Annual Meeting will take place during the upcoming AAR/SBL
meeting in San Antonio and I would like to encourage you all to attend. At this meeting, required by our Constitution, we’ll elect new officers, conduct the business of the society, and
recognize the recipient of the annual Connolly-Weinert Leader of the Year Award: Andrea L.
Stanton (University of Denver). A reception will begin at 6:00 and continue after the business
meeting until 7:30 (note that these will begin a half hour later than in years past). If you will be
at the AAR/SBL and if you are free at this time, please attend ΘΑΚ’s Annual Meeting. Your Board
of Directors looks forward to this opportunity to meet with you and to thank you in person for
your service.
Kelley Coblentz Bautch, President

Graduate Fellowship Awards

T

he First Place winner of the 2016 ΘΑΚ
Graduate Fellowship Award is Brandon
Harrington of the Alpha Alpha Epsilon chapter
of Salve Regina University. Brandon has matriculated this fall at Union Theological Seminary.
The second place winner is Julia Hintlian of the
Alpha Delta Iota chapter at the University of
Pennsylvania. Julia is studying this fall at Harvard Divinity School. The third place winner is
Dustin Saunders of the Alpha Lambda Upsilon
chapter at Queens University of Charlotte.
Dustin is studying at Wake Forest University this
fall. We extend our congratulations to Brandon,
Julia and Dustin and celebrate also all of our
ΘΑΚ members who embark on graduate studies
this year. As your institution’s chapter representative, we hope that you will encourage
your seniors who plan to attend graduate
school to submit applications for the Graduate
Fellowship Award. Instructions for the application can be found on our website.

Journal of Theta Alpha Kappa
and 2016 Clark Awards

T

heta Alpha Kappa undergraduate and
graduate students author thoughtful, erudite, and engaging papers each semester in your
classes; they have an opportunity to share their
superlative work with a wider audience via The
Journal of Theta Alpha Kappa. We solicit articles
for this juried publication in tandem with the
sponsorship of the annual Albert Clark Awards
competition. There are four awards at the undergraduate and graduate levels given to the
best student essays in religious studies or theology submitted to our panel of judges. These essays are published in the journal along with other excellent submissions received. Please do
encourage your students to submit their polished work for consideration. The deadline for
submissions is January 20, giving students time
over winter breaks to receive feedback and revise papers from the fall semester. Even if a student does not win a Clark Award, their articles
may still be considered for publication. Details
about and application instructions for the Clark
Awards can be found on the ΘΑΚ website.

Reminder:
Submitting Induction
Information and Ordering
Induction Certificates

I

nducting new members is one of the
most important tasks of chapter representatives. As so much “paperwork” happens now electronically, our induction
process also has shifted to an online
platform. Moreover, we have partnered
with Kenneth E. Jernigan and Associates
to handle the collection of induction information and the printing and distribution of induction certificates. For this
reason, REGISTERING INDUCTEES AND
ORDERING INDUCTION CERTIFICATES
MUST BE MADE THROUGH THE KENNETH E. JERNIGAN WEBSITE. The ΘΑΚ
secretary no longer takes information
related to inducting students or orders
for certificates and regalia by mail, e-mail
or phone. A video is available on the ΘΑΚ
website that will take you through the
steps involved in placing the orders. A
link to Kenneth E. Jernigan’s website as
well as to the instruction video can be
found on our Theta Alpha Kappa website, under the menu option “Member
Information” > “New Member Induction
Form.” If you’re reading this electronically, you can click here to go to that page.
Before chapter representatives visit the
Kenneth E. Jernigan website, they should
collect information from their inductees
that is needed for the certificate requests and for ΘAK records: the student’s name; the student’s permanent
address; the student’s phone number
and e-mail address; anticipated year of
graduation; anticipated date of induction
(semester and year). Only chapter representatives (designated as “moderators”
on the Kenneth E. Jernigan website) can
enter induction information. Students
are permitted, however, to order regalia
from the Kenneth E. Jernigan’s website.

Questions?

Contact:
christopher.mcmahon@stvincent.edu

NOTA BENE

Nominating Committee Report

O

nce inducted, a member is a
permanent member of Theta
Alpha Kappa and is considered a
member in good standing. The induction fee provides a full year of active
status for the student which includes
a year’s subscription to The Journal of
Theta Alpha Kappa. If a permanent
member wishes to be an active member—receiving the Journal of Theta
Alpha Kappa and actively supporting
the work of the honor society—he/
she can download the form from our
website (go to “Member Information”
> “Current Member Renewal Form”
and send it along with $20 for annual
dues to ΘAK treasurer, Dr. Christopher McMahon. Members, once inducted, do not have to pay annual
dues unless they wish to receive copies of the journal for subsequent
years and support financially the
work of the society.

WITH APPRECIATION

T

heta Alpha Kappa could not
function without the generous
service of faculty who serve both as
chapter representatives and on the
Board of Directors. We are grateful for
the service of Dr. C. David Grant, who
has contributed to the Board of
Directors as President and as MemberAt-Large, and Dr. R. Blake Michael,
Secretary of ΘAK and a past Vice
President. Both have dedicated many
years of service to ensuring the vitality
of ΘAK and overseeing the effective
operations of this august honor
society. Please join me in thanking Drs.
Grant and Michael, whose terms
conclude in July 2017.

The Nominating Committee will
bring to the Annual Meeting in
November the following names
for election to the Board of Directors:
Vice President: David Nikkel,
University of North Carolina at
Pembroke
Secretary: Eric F. Mason,
Judson University
Representatives at Large:
Sharon Betsworth,
Oklahoma City University
Michael Berger,
Emory University

WELCOME NEW CHAPTERS

T

he following four new
chapters have been chartered since the last listing in
the President’s Newsletter of
March 2016. We welcome
them into our society, which
has chartered 335 chapters,
288 of which are active.

Institution

Chapter

Mississippi College



Elizabethtown College



Amridge University



Appalachian State University 


ΘΑΚ President’s Newsletter, October 2016, p. 2

